
 

NEWS AND NOTES for December 4 & 5, 2021 
 

                                             Please join us for our Choral Advent Service Wednesday, December 8th @ 6:30 p.m.                                              

All the choirs and handbells from church and school will be performing.  
 

December Featured Hymn: This month we will be getting better acquainted with the hymn "Lift Up Your Heads, You 
Everlasting Doors," LSB #339. This hymn was written by Pastor Stephen Starke in 2003 in order to provide an Advent 
hymn based on our Lord's entry into Jerusalem, which is often used as the Gospel reading for the First Sunday in 
Advent. This hymn travels from prophecy to fulfillment, from palm branches to the cross, and then to heaven, 
acknowledging Christ as the King from beginning to end. The text is drawn from Psalm 24:7 (Lift up your heads, O 
gates,) from Zechariah 9:9 (Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion), and from Psalm 24:8-10 (He is the Lord, strong and 
mighty, mighty in battle, the Lord of hosts.) Additional imagery is used from Revelation 5 and Daniel 7 as the last 
stanza invites the congregation to join with the saints in heaven singing "Worthy is Christ!" One final note about the 
tune name for this hymn: Conrad is the first name of the composer's father. (From Lutheran Service Book, Companion 
to the Hymns) 

Below are the General Fund Income and Expense numbers, as well as others, for the prior months and the current fiscal 
year to date. We hope that these numbers provide a clear picture of our operating status. 

 

 September 2021 October 2021 2021-22 Fiscal Year-to-Date 

General Fund Income $ 76,250.88 $ 108,873.80 $ 435,488.82 
General Fund Expenses $ 99,191.97 $ 94,781.23 $ 399,782.15 
Gain or (Deficit) $ (22,941.09) $ 14,092.57 $ 35,702.67 
    
Building on the Cornerstone Fund  $5,152.00 $9,337.00 $481,803.00 
Missions (Goal: $35,000) $1,884.00 $2,304.00 $8,744.00 

  

Church Attendance Last Week:  Last week: 215 (69-146), Communion 146; 
 

A Mission Moment Last week $2.00 was given in the large mite box. We praise God together for all the people who will 
learn about the Savior, Jesus through the mission advancements with mites. Please pray for all missionaries all over 
the world to be safe and blessed.  

Notes: 

• Our Advent offerings will go to the Missions Fund unless otherwise stated on your offering envelope.  

• Thank you for all who shared pictures of their treasures through adoption. We thank Lois Parsell for decorating 
the poster board for our adoption celebration. The Life Team 

 

 

Sunshine Seniors Our Tuesday, December 14th meeting will be a luncheon out at Timbers on State Street at 12:00pm.  

Christmas Caroling to Shut-Ins Come bring holiday cheer to our St. Peter Shut-Ins with Christmas Carols!! We will limit 
our visits to those in individual homes due to visitation restrictions. Plan to meet at church Sunday Dec. 5 at 1:00 PM. 
We’ll visit several home bound St. Peter members and sing Christmas Carols to them from either inside or outside their 
homes. When finished we’ll head back to church to warm up with a simple soup supper! All ages are welcome! 

 
 

Stewardship Life Capital Campaign: As we prepare for the Congregational Phase of our campaign, here are some 
important reminders:  

• The theme for our campaign is Building on the Cornerstone. 

• Our current Building Fund will also be known as the Building on the Cornerstone 
Fund.  

• All contributions to the Building on the Cornerstone Fund will be matched dollar for 
dollar up to $2.5 million throughout this entire campaign. Note: All contributions to 
the Building Fund since September 13, 2021 have been matched.  

• The Congregational Phase of the campaign will begin on the weekend of January 8-9, 2022.  

• All congregational members will receive a packet during the week of January 9 which will include information about 
the campaign including a commitment card.  

• Commitment Sunday will be on February 13, 2022, which will end our Congregational Phase of the campaign and 
when all commitment cards are due.  

• If you have any questions about this campaign, please contact any member of the Steering Committee: Pastor Morris, 
Kurt Hilbrandt, Eric Hagenow, Caleb Abraham, Bart Hubbell, Karin Keel-Todd, Brian Heinlein, or Pam Breternitz. 

• Thank you for keeping this campaign in your prayers! 

https://emojipedia.org/christmas-tree/
https://emojipedia.org/christmas-tree/


If you would like to see what is happening at our school, you can receive the Panther Press via your 
email. Call the school office to give us your email address and you will be added to the distribution list. 
You can also read the Press on our website www.stpeterhemlock.org, or you can click on the QR code to 
access this week’s Panther Press or view previous newsletters. If more convenient, there are a few paper 
copies available in the stand in the narthex.  

 

Joel Bible Study… The Word of the Lord Endures Forever is a daily 15-minute verse-by-verse Bible study produced by 
Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor Will Weedon.  Pastor Weedon will begin a study 
this week on the Book of Joel.  You can listen on-demand at thewordendures.org, the LPR mobile app and your favorite 
podcast provider. 

 

The Lutheran Hour is broadcast Sundays on WSAM 1400AM Saginaw at 8:30am and XM 131 at 10:30am. It can also be 
heard on-line at www.lhm.org. Next Sunday, December 12th, Lutheran Hour Speaker Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler’s sermon 
is titled, “When You’re Expecting” The season of Advent is about living in the middle of a story that is still unfolding, 
between what is already and what is yet to come.  

 

Ushers for next week: Wednesday Advent 6:30pm: Josh McQueen, Ryan Hyatt  
            Saturday 5:00pm: Park Strouse, Brandon Beckrow  
            Sunday 9:30am: Mark Chapin, Eric Bates   

Videographer for next week: Advent Service 6:30pm: Scott Neumeyer Sunday 9:30am: Hans Ross  
 
 
 

A LifeQuote from Lutherans for Life 
www.lutheransforlife.org 

 

“When we have eyes of faith, eyes that recognize these delights are gifts from God, then we realize that 
what we’re missing, what we should be longing for, what we cannot live without, isn’t Amazon or Starbucks or 
McDonalds. It’s Him. And when we have Him, every other gift makes sense. Every other gift falls into its proper 
place.”  

- Michelle Bauman, Director of Y4Life for Lutherans For Life 

http://www.stpeterhemlock.org/
http://www.lhm.org/
http://www.lutheransforlife.org/

