
St Peter Lutheran Church 

Guidance for Returning to Worship 

 

1. At the direction of both the LCMS and Michigan District, we will follow the 

recommendations of the CDC and our government in returning to “regular” physical 

worship at St Peter. The Saginaw area LCMS pastors, through discussion with our Circuit 

Visitor, have agreed to wait to open for worship together as a group of LCMS local 

churches.  The date that has been selected, subject to further changes by the elected 

leaders, is June 7. There will be no Holy Communion until June 14 to allow time for 

training our members on how communion will be presented. See details below. 

2. We will use common sense; if you are in high risk category, are sick or have been in 

contact with the coronavirus stay home and stay safe for yourself and others safety. No 

one should feel obligated to attend if they have concerns for their safety gathering in 

person. The service will continue to be streamed live and recorded, and we are working 

on plans for alternatives for Communion for those who may wish to avoid larger groups. 

3. The church has been and will be cleaned and sanitized prior to each service, with special 

focus on any common use areas, door handles, restroom, etc. 

4. If you are comfortable wearing a mask, please do so. Others may have reasons for not 

wearing a mask, so please be understanding of each individuals comfort level. All are 

expected to maintain appropriate social distancing as much as possible. Before you 

come to church make sure you bring your mask or other PPE items with you. The church 

has a limited supply of hand sanitizer. 

5. Weather permitting, the entry doors to the church will be propped open, so that no one 

needs to touch them. We will close the outside doors during the service but will open 

them again prior to the close of service. 

6. For the time being, there will be no attendance taken/passing of the Friendship Pad. The 

Elders will determine at what point in the future we will resume our attendance policies. 

7. We encourage people to sit as families, but to maintain 6-foot personal social distancing 

space between families.  People can use the entire church including the Chapel area. To 

assist with proper distancing, we may close every other or every third pew . 

8. There will be no passing of the offering plate.  The plates will be set in the Narthex of 

the church for worshipers to place their offerings and tithes as they enter or leave 

services. 

9. Communion procedures will be festival style. We will exit the pews to the side aisle and 

return down the center aisle, maintaining 6-foot social distancing between families.  The 

Pastors will sanitize prior to and during the distribution and will place host in your hand 



and individual cup will be given to you. There will be no Common Cup for the time 

being. There will be a common blessing at the conclusion of the distribution. 

10.  To help us maintain social distancing as we leave church: 

a. Ushers/Elders will excuse worshipers pew by pew. 

b. Pastor will not shake hands following service but will greet from a safe distance. 

c. Please continue to maintain appropriate social distancing if you choose to interact 

with others as you leave the Narthex and in the parking lot. 

If you have questions or concerns, please bring them to the attention of one of the 

Elders. We may not get everything right every time as we too are learning to navigate 

this new reality. Thank you for your patience with us. 

Finally… A thought on moving forward (credit to Pastor Korte of Bethlehem Lutheran, 

Saginaw, MI) 

”If there is one word to describe how we must navigate re-assimilation after COVID-19 exile, 

it’s this: GRACE.  Some people will be confident, others cautious and most every stage in-

between.  There will be disagreements over acceptable post-COVID social norms between 

friends, church members and family. Hurt feelings will abound if we’re not careful. Extend lots 

of GRACE. Everyone is different.  Wouldn’t it be terrible if after Covid-19 social distancing 

passes we “social distance” ourselves from others because of our inability to love others who 

approach Covid-19 differently than we do?  It is extremely important that the church be a 

loving place full of GRACE. As leaders, we must lead the way showing GRACE.” 

 

Thank you for your continued prayers for your church and all our members. 

The Board of Elders 

St. Peter Lutheran Church 

 

Patrick Bates, Brian Beckrow, Jim Bluemer, Jim Dempsey, George Hilbrandt, Bart Hubbell, Andy Neuenfeldt 

 


